
Mr. WEBSTER'S SPEECH,
OS THE WAR WITH MEXICO.

IN SENATE.Mabcb 23, 1848.
IV senile having undor conaideration the hill from he

House o. fit prrson'.ativo* to authorize a loan no. to exceed

rf'i:wn ration* of dollar., Mr. Wkh*tE» addre*d
the Senate on the object ol the Mexican war in a apeed o.

considerable length, of which we find the following acvoui in
the N-nate . Official Report:
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IVow, mr, J *ho :|.] be happy to concur, notwitbatandingall
thi* tocnin, an<J ali th h cry of all the tfemproniouae* in the
land that their vr>i<> u »tiit for war.I chouki lie hippy |o
agree, inbatariiijlly J <i, agree, with tbe honorable mem-'
ber from 8ou!h ('wr.,;; a, tiut, after all, the war with Mexico
ia aubatantially Over* that t!. re can be no mor£ fighting. My
opinion in the fteaent Mate , f thing* ia that the peojlc of (hi*
country will not Ma'am hi* w r. They will not po to the
expense. 1'hey will not find arty gratification in putting the
liayowt to the throat of the Mexican people. For my i«rf, I
hope the ten regiment bill, »;ll n.-yrr liecome a law. Thrar
weeks ago I should hare e«.t"rUii:e<! that h»pe with the ut¬
most confidence. Events sine.- have «'ruck me with pain nriil
fhak'Ti my conviction. Still I h pe jt will not paaa. And
here, I dare say, I ehall 1* called u "Mexican Whig." A
man who can Otand op here atx) *ay that he hope* that what
the Administration project# f >r the further prosecution of the
war against MexiOO will not he carried int elTect ia " an ene-1

my to the country or, what gentlemen would consider the
name thing, an enemy of the PftwideM of the United Htatr-s
and his administration and l>U party. He ia a " Mexican
Hir, I think very badly of the Mexican rliaracter, high and
low, out and out; but namea do not t< rrify me. Beside*, if;
I am a sufiorer in thia respect, if I be m ule the subject of re¬

proach by these «t pendiary presses, t!.e«e hired abusers of the
motive* of pnMic men, I have the honor on thia occasion to
be in very resectable company. In the Titu|*rati»e, tha ac-

cuaative, the denunciatary aeriae of that term, I do not know
a greater Mexican in thia body than the honorable mcftober
from Michigan at the head of the Military Committee.

Mr. Caaa. * I should like the honorable gentleman to ex¬

plain what eort of Mexican I am.

Mr. WaaaTca. That ia exactly the thing I now propose
to do.

Mr. Cute. I ahall tie glad to hear tbe explanation.
Mr. Wbbbtbb. In hie remark* on thia bill in tbe Kenate,

the other day, the honorable gentleman told u« that bis object
wan to frighten Mexico.it would touch hi* humanity to hurt
her.

Mr. Cim. Doe* the honorable gentleman moan to say tiist
I made such a remark 1

.,. .,Mr. WtusTta. 1 mean to -ay that the gontlraian said

*Mr. Cask. I beg the gentleman's pardon. I «id BO«uch
thing. Will the gentleman allow me to state what I Jul »»y
I r. marked that we hud two objects to accomplish * ruu<
these regiment.; one was >he vigorous ,;roaecutton of iht
war; and, secondly, to produce a moral steel upon Men
by convincing her of our determination, and thereby hold out
an inducement to her to make peace.

. . , ,Mr. NVkuhtkk. The gentleman said that hi. principal ob
jcct was to .' frighten " Mexico, a':.d that that would be more
humane than to harm Mexico.

Si:-% ».!'.1Now, the remarkable characteristic of his speech "hichmak «

it so much a Mexican sp. ce ll is, that the g> n i m in j
in the hearing of Mexico as wel as in ie

^
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Senate. We have been accused, Mr, of being Mex
j Whig." because what we say here is heard by Mexico
Mexico derives countenance and support **»'»'
here. But the honorable member comes forth arlJ tc'la *

,co that his object is to frighten her! Hi. words have p -
along the wires, th-y are on tlu- Gulf, they are doaUngavvay
to Vera Cruz ; and. when they get there, they will satisfy
the Mexicans that, after ati-alUr ai,"yc good Mexicans, ,m
principal object i* to frighten you . ' !u' J #' I, >ri .They may not be frightened too much, he give, them noUci
.hat the object is to frighten them Mr. President, wie.i

Snug, the joiner, was to represent the lion, and roar on the
£tage, he was !tuie apprehensive ihrt he might toe,n»urh
fiighten "the duchess and the ladies; and, therefor , J
the advice of his comrade, one Nicholas Bottom, he! concluded that in the heat and fury ol his effiwt he would
show one-half his lace and say : " Ladies, fair ladies, I would
wish you, or 1 would request you, or I would en real.you ^to fear, n t to tremble : my ti!o lor yours tf you think I come
hither as a lion it were pity of my life ! No, lam no^l;thing: I am a man as other men a.c, I m Snug, the join r

But, sir, in any view of this casc-in any view of the (.rop¬
er i:olicv of this Government, according to any man s .pre¬
hension and judgment.where is the necessity of this augmen¬tation of regrtnenUof the military force of the country .10
in my hand a note, I suppose .ub.tantialy correct, of«-«I
M.nt military forces rf the United Stales. 1 will not vouch for
its entire accuray, bull believe it is substantially ^cordingto fact. There are now twenty-five regiments of regu!ar tnwps
of various arms, which, if full, would give us a force of -8.J60
rank and tile, and including officers, thirty thousand and odd
men 'friere, with the exception ol six or seven hundred
m.-n arc now all without the limits of the United States, infield'scrvice in Mexico, or on the route to Mexico, lhcse
rci'nents are not full. Casualties and the climate have sad-|v"reduced their numbers If the recruiting service would now
yield ten thousand men, it would not moro than fill up those
re,imcnt>, *> as to give the field offi-er. their full command.
I understand, sir, that the report from Gen. Scott.Gen. Scott.
A man that has performed the most brilliant campaign in mili¬
tary annals : a man that has warred against tho encinv, war¬
red against the climate, warred against a thousand uiipropt-tious circumstanccs, and carried the flag of his country to the
capital of the enemy, honorably, proudly, humanely, to his
own permanent honor and the great credit of his country.Gen. Scott! And where is he At Puebla! At luebla,
undergoing an inquiry before his inferiors in office, and ot.ier
persons not in cilice, while the high powers that he exercised,
and excrci- J with so much distinction, are turned over to
ano'her, I ] > not mean to say an unworthy gentleman, but
his inferior in military rank and station.

...But General Scott reports, as I understand, that in r ebru-
a-v there v ere'twenty thousand regular troops under his com¬
mand, and i'ii route. Add the thirty regiments of volunteers.
and if full th-v would make thirty-four thousand men; olhc-rs
included, over thirty-five thousand.and there would be a torce
of regulars and volunteer, amounting to not le=>s than hity-
fivj or siriv thousand men, including the recruits ou the
wav. If my information be exact, and the honorab.e mem¬
ber fr .m Michigan can correct mo if it be not.I presume that
it is correct-in February Gen. Scott had under him in Mexi¬
co thirty tluuisand troops, regulars and volunteers. INow, all
thr.-e troo; r . regularly officered- There is no d(ficicrcy of
officers in .lie lit.e or in the staff; they are all toll. What¬
ever de'kiii-v there is consist, of men. Now, sir, there u
a plausible reason for saving that it is difficult to recruit at
home for the supply of deficiencies in the volunteer regiment., jIt will be slid that volunteer, choose to enlist under offioersol
th.ir own election ; that they do not incline to enlist hero as
individual v lunteers, when the regiment i. abroad under olh-
cers of whom they know nothing. There may be something
in tha' ; but pray to what d hjs that conclusion lead 1**..
it not lead tj This, that all those volunteer corps must moulder
awav, su Lr as the piivate. aro eoncerned.und Come to no¬
thing ' Meantime the places of the commi.M'med officers are

contimu'ly fi'led, the regiment, being full of officer, although
the priva'os by casualty or by disease, arc reduced to be less
in number than the effici rs them.- Ives. llut, however that
mav be in reg-.rd to the recruiting for the regular ^rvice, >ou
can fill up the regiments by pay and bounty, according to ex-
Uling laws, or now laws, if new laws I* necewnry. 1 here is
no reason upon earth why we should now create five hundred
new officers for th« imrpoM of getting ten thousand new men.
There are officer, to command them. All that is wanted is
men ; and there is a place for the men, and I suppose that no
gentleman can stand up hi re or elsewhere and say that the re¬

cruiting service can go on faster than it will be necessary to go
in order to fill cp these deficiencies in the regiment, abroad.

But now what do wc want with a greater force than we
already haw in Mexico > Without asking what need there is

for ibe supply ^deficiencies in the existing regiments, what
do we want beyond the thirty thousand regular, and vr.oin-
teer.now in field service > What is the purple > I here
is no army to fight.' 1 suppose the enemy has not fire bun-
dred men together under arms in any part ol Mexico. t<x-22 ***>. r"*** 1
Mexico i. prostrate.there is no Government to rewst us.it is notorious that the Government of Mexico i. on our
Hide. It i. our instrument, by which we hope to establi.h .uch
n peice and accomplish such » trra'y 0M w« v,,1,^w A." t,K ""

I ran under.Und the matter, the Government of Mexico owes
iu. life and breath and being, at this moment, to tbe .up»K.rt
of our arm i and to the hopc-1 will not say how in^i'«-J-
that s >rnehow or another, and at no dutant jieriod, there may
I* icruniary means arising from out three »«'««»..
t welve millions or some other of our million.. * hat do we

propoM to do, then, with those thirty regiment, that we de-Lu to pour into Mexico > Are we going to cut the throots
i,l the Mexican. ' Are we going to plunge the sword deeper

thfl .iu! Jim of Mexico ' Wh.. io w. |»o-
nose to do > Sir, I see no object, and vet we are pleased and
,irg«d to adopt tbis proposition in iu full length.u»n re8".'" *

of n-Bularsj and twenty regiments of volunteer. . V\ e .r

told and the public i* told, and the public believM, that we
tre on the verge of a safe and honorable |>eaee. Every man
look, out in the morning for tiding, of confirmed
confirmed hopes of ^ace. ll«< gathers it from the Adminis¬
tration and every organ of the Administration, from Dan to
Herrsheba ; and yet the warlike e.j*rations.the incurring of
additional expenM-.-thc imposiUon of new ch'rKr* "P.'lhe
Treasury, are pre^I bore a. if |H»ce was not in all our
thmichtm at lea.t not in any of our eipeetatioiw !
Now .ir I propose to hold .^me plain ulk to-day ; an.l 1

sav thai, according to my best judgment and apprehensu n of
matters, the main object of these bills is patronage.ortke-
the - ratification of friends. This very measure tor ten a.ldi-
M regiment, create, four or five hundred
and subalterns, .nd not them only, for whom have s ,me
respect, but then there comes paymasters, contractor., per-J* engaged in the tr.n-port ^rvce, comn.i^nes-e^ndown to .utlera, el id ficnu* omnt-people who hwlle tbe
public money without l.eing the foe; one and all, th«i true
descendanV, if not the true repreeentative. of corral .Nym,
who said

'« For I .ball sutler be
Unto the camp, and profit, will accrue.

Sir, I hope, wi'.hmt disrespect to tbo« applicants .nd aspi
rar.t*, a- 4 (how pntriofH, some of them patriot* ready to fight,
and iti .«. 'her a1 riot* not willing tr fight, but wi!lmg to lie

I u. j^, with ntdisrespect to any of them, si-cording to
their rank ;uid Nation and merit*, that they may I* all dis¬
appointed. f hoj fl, »ir, as the weather grown jteriial and the
aaeaon advance?, they wUI, on the whole, find it thfir inte-
i.*'. to I'lfiVr themselves, one of these mild momnga, in the
car*, and take their destination to their respective glares of
honorable private occupation nnd cJVil employment. Theyhave my fit wiahe*, that, bidding adieu to the avenue and
the ''ij .'.-I, and ihe purlieus of the President's H^itiK, they
may rravh their homes in good health themselves snd find
their families ail vi ry happy to receive them.

Hut, fir, paulo mnjura mr\am\tt! Tbi* war wa« waged for
the purjm¦.) of Treating new State*, near the southern portion
of the nitrd Mt.iten, out of Mexican territory, and with such
popul ttiori -is might be fount) resident therein. I have opposedthat pr iject. I aVn against the creation of new State*. I am
ftar;<iri»t the acqui itiun of territory to form new State*. And
this, fir, i« r»',t a rratler of sentimentality, which i am to pa¬
rade ii<-fore ma h Meetings or liefore my constituent* at home.
It i® h rmi no matter of declamation, regret, or etpreseed
rej usj-irice. It i«i matter of firm, unchangeable purpose, to
yield t) no force of <;ircom*tancee that have occurred or that
I may cvnuider likely to occur : and therefore I aay, sir, that
if I am anki-1 to-day whether for the aake of peace | will take
a treaty that bring# two n«w Htatea Into 1hi* f/'nion on Its
southern boundary, I nay no, distinctly *0! and I wiah every
man ir. tl»« United States to understand that to be my judg¬
ment and my pur pone. I have said on the aoutbern boundary,
beeuu* there the preaent propoaition takea ita locality. I
would *ay the *arne of the wentom, the northern, the eastern,
or an/ other boundary. I would resist to day, and to the
«nd, here and every where, any propoaition to add any foreign
terri'nry, on the south or weirt, north or east, to the State 11 of'
thi« Union, a« they are now constituted and held together underthe constitution. I do not want the colontee of England on
the nnth ; I a* little deaire the Mexican population on the
aouth I rfsirt and reject all, and all with equal resolution |

and therefore, I *ay, that if the question is put to me to-day
whether I will take pe uce in the present state of the ouutry.
distressed as it ia--in the exigency of this v/*t, odious aa it
i*.in circumstances so #ftlictive to the community, and ao

disturbing to the business of tlioae whom I represent as those
which now surround us.I my still that if the (juration be put
tome whether I will have pew®, with new Sutes, I say no-
no.no ! Why ? Because, air, there is no necessity of be¬
ing driven into the dilemma, ii. iny judgment. Other gentle¬
men may think differently. I own no nan's conscience but
mine own. I mean to make a ctoan broa»t for myself, and I
protest that 1 sen no reason whatever tj> believe that we can¬
not obtain :ia cafe a peace, as houor.ible a pour , and as prompt
a peace, without territory as with it. The things are separa¬
ble. There ia no necessary connexion'between '.hem. Mexi¬
co does not wish ua to take her territory that she? may receive
our money. Far from it. She yields her assent.i* eheyieW
it at all.reluctantly, and we all know it. If she yield, it is
the result of force ; and theie ia not a m.:n here that doea not
know it. Let me say, si', that if this Trbt paper shMI finally
ba lejected in Mexico, it ia most likely to be-because thoae
who, under our protection, prepared it, cannot persu.xle the
Mexican Congress or the Mexican peoplo to agree to tuis ces¬
sion of territory. The thing moat likely to hreak ftp what
ia now expected to take place U the repugnance of the Mexi¬
can people to part with Mexican territory. They would yre-
fei to keep their territory, and that we should keep our

money; or weresilVe that we should keep our money and al¬
low them to keep their territory. We ahall see. I pretend
to no powers of prediction. 1 do not know what may hap¬
pen. The times arc lull of strange events, I'nt I think it
probable that if the treaty which has gone to Mexico ahall
fail to bo ratified, it will l>e because of the aversion ot the
Mexican Congress or the Mexican peoplo locede the territo¬
ries, or any portion of them, belonging to their republic.

I have said, sir, that I would rather have no peace for the pre¬
sent than to have a peace that brings territorit a lor new S'.ates,
and the reason ia that 1 believe we can get a peace just as
soon without territory as with it.a peace moro sate, more en-

duiing.vasily more honorable to us, the great r.-public of the
western world. I hear gentletnen say that we must have sonic

territory, that the | eop!o demand it. I deny it j at least, I say
I see no proof of it whatever. I do not doubt that there are
individuals here and thete of an enterprising character dis¬
posed to emigration, who know nothing about New Mexico,
but that it ia far offj and nothing of Californio, but that it ia
still further off; who are tired of the dull pursuits of agricul¬
ture and civil life. I dare say that there ure hundreds and
thousands of nuch persons who might wish for territory in
which to seek their fortunca. Whatever is new it> attractive
to such minds ; they fend the spirit of a borderer, and that is,
I lake it, to be pretty tolerably content with his condition till
somebody passes b'yond him ; and then hi.-! disposition totalce
up his " traps" and pass beyond him who has passed himself,
and sit down fur'her off, is an irresistible passion. At least so

^aya that great and sagacious observer of human manners,
Chateaubriand, when he travelled in this country in 1797.
II ut I say, sir, that I do not und any where, nor that there
exists any where, ai'V considerable respectable numbe-r of per¬
sons who think that we want more territory, and such territory.
There were twenty four of us last year who voted against
the prosecution of the vvai for the acquisition of territory, on
(ha ground that we did not want it.Southern men and North¬
ern men. I believe tnere were Southern gentlemen who con-
currcd in thit vote, and who found themselves, even against
what might ba supposed to be the local feeling and partiality,
able to sustain themselves upon the ground of the wi-dom ot
the general pohcy of not seeking for territory, and, by the
acquisition of territory, to '. ring into ouf politics certain em¬

barrassing and embroiling questions. I do not learn that they
suffered by the advocacy of sifch sentiments ; I rather believe
that they triumphed in them, and i believe that through the
greater portion of 'he South, if we can trust what has been
said here.through the Southwest, to a very great extent, the
same sentiment is genera!.that there is no piovalent opinion
in favor of new territory, and such territory, or of an aug¬
mentation of your population, and bj such population. 1
need not say that that is, if nut Ihe und.vi.lt: J, the preponder¬
ating sentiment of all the North. Bit wo think we must
t ike territory for the sake of peace »e must lake territory.
This is the w;ill of the President! if we do not take it vv

may fare worse ! Mr. P«»lk will t ike n> I h 1 That is fixed
upon! He is immovable ! He has putd>.n his foot! He had
put it down, sir, on " filty-four lorty, but it did not stay.
[ speak of th« President of the United State a aa I speak ol
ail Presidents, without disrespect; but 1 know no reason why i
his opinion!1, his will, his purpose declfed <> be filed, should
control us any more than our purixwe formed upon equally
conscientious motives, and, 1 may uld, formed under as high
responsibilities as those which should centtut him. We think
he is firm and will not move. I shoiM >¦ sorry, sir, very
*orry, indeed, that we should cntertai: n. r* respect for the
firmners of an individual at the head of h< tJovernnient th 'n
we can entertain foi our own firmness. F.e will stand out, it is
said, against us. Do we fear to stand of. gainst him For
one, ld» not. It appears to ma to b«s a ?!;.«. 'a u >ctrine. For \
oue, I urn willing to meet the issue, an J t.> ^o .0 the (>eople
ovor all this broaei laud. . If we will take .Jtacc without uew
States, and the Administration will hive no p-ace without
new Slates, I am willing to stand upon that and trust the
p ople. I do that because, in the first place, 1 think it is
right, and in the next place I have no distrust f the people.
1 am n »t unwilling to put that to their so*erei2 i decision and
arbitration.

Sir, I hold this question to be vital, pet maner, elementary,
in the future prosjierity of this country and th» maintenance
cf the institution, and I am willing to trust that question to
the people. I prefer that it ahould be subroit'e.l to them, be-
cause if what I regard as a great constitutional principle, or a

principle essentially importnnt to the maintenance of the con-
stitution, be broken down, let it be the act of themselves. It
shall never be my act. I therefore do not distrust the jieople.I «in willing to take their sentiment on this sue, from the
Cull to the British Provinces, and from the ocean to the Mis¬
souri. I am willing to ask them, will you continue this war
tor territory.(or territory to lie purchased after til f>r an enor¬
mous price, a thousand times the value of all that is purchased.
or will you take peace, contenting yourselves with the honor
that the country has reaped by the military achievements of
its armies * Will you take peace without territory and pre¬
serve the integrity of the constitution and the I nion ? I am
willing to go on tha', for one.

I am willing, sir, to take this issue: peace without new
S'ates, keeping our money to ourselves, or war till these new
States shall be acquired ' That's the question; it is a ques-
tion for the people themselves. If they support me and those
who think with me in the view I take of the matter, very well.
If they will have territory, if they will add new States lo this
Union, why let them do so, and they will be tb<* artificers of
their own fortunes, for good or evil.

But, sir, we tremble before Executive power.. The trufh
cannot I* concealed.we tremble before Executive power !
Mr. Polk will take nothing else than this, and, if we do not
take tills, " the king's anger may kindle," and he may impose
still heavier burdens. Now, who and what ia Mr. Polk ' I
speak of him in no manner of disrespcct. I mean only to
a«k who and what is the President of the United States for
the current moment ' He is in the last year if the term of
hia administration.formally, officially, it can «nly be drawn
out till the fourth of March. Why, really and substantially,
we know that two short mouths will or may produce events
that render the duration of the official term of very little im-
portance. We sre on the eve of a Presidential eleetion. That
machinery resorted to to collect public opinion, or party opin¬
ion, is to be put in operation two months hence. We shall
see its result. It may lie that the present incumbent of the
presidential office will be again presented to his pnrty friends
ami admirers for their suffrages for the next Presidential term.
I do not say how probable or improbable that miy be.per¬
haps it is not entirely prol>able. Suppose that not to be ihe
result, what then ' Why, then, Mr. Polk !>ecomee aa abso¬
lutely insignificant as any respectable man amongst the public
men of the United States.honorable in hi* private life.va¬
luable in his private character. Resp«ctab>.never eminent
in public life, he will, from the moment tint ¦ new star arises,
have just as little influence as you, sir, or I: snd, so far aa

respects, myself, God knows that will be very littlo. Sir, po¬
litical partisan*, and aspirants, and ofiire-teeker* are not sun¬
flowers 5 they do not

"Turn on their god wh'-n he sets
The same look which they turned wlx-n he ipse !"

Now, sir, if the respectable gentl"man who is now at the
head of the (Government should be agreed upon, there will be
those who will commend his consistency, and be bound to
maintain it and the integrity of the puty his friends will re¬

quire that this should be done. If otherwise, who is there in
Ihe whole length nnd breadth of the land who will care for the
consistency of the present ineuml>erit of that office ' There
will th^n be new objects. Manifest destiny will have fixed
upon some other man, sir { the eulogies ire now written j the
commendations of the press are already e aerated ; I will not
say every thing fulsome, but I will say every thing panegyrical
ia already written out with blanks for nar;e«, to be filled when
the convention shall adjourn. When manifest destiny shall
be reached, then, sir, all these strains of pancgyric made be¬
forehand, laid up in pigeon-holes, studicj, framed, emblazon¬
ed, and embossed, will all come out, srvl then there will be,
there is bomd to be, somebody in the l'niied States, possibly,
whose merits have heretofore Isen strangely overlooked.
marked by I'rsvidence.a kind of mirac!<..it ia a wonder that
nobody thought of him before ; a fit man, and the only fit man
to be at the head of this great republic. I *hrink not, there¬
fore, from any thing that I feel to lie my duty, by any appre¬
hension of the power, and importance, and imposing dignity
and the power of will which is awtribed to the preaent incum¬
bent ol that office. I wish we had that power of will. I wish
we had that firmneas.firmness.firmneaa. Si ail numen
nullum (limit. If we had adherence > I wish we could father
something from the spirit of our brave corpa that have met the
enemy under circumrtances most adverse, and have stood the
shock. I wish we could imitate Zaehary Taylor in his bi¬
vouac upon the field of Buena Vista. He said he woald re¬
main for the night t he would feel the enemy in the morning
and try hia position. I wish before we surrender that we could
make op our own minds to feel the enemy and try hi* position,

¦nd I think we should find him, at Taylor did, under the

judgment! LoUU Po&ai! « ">*
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we'f known to us. Tney Jay u^"our fron"!^ S
commanded the outlets of the great river. As I have had oc
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"0l |,r"ceod uP,,n ««. motion of a gene-
¦»! amendment to the coii»uiutioi> in this resuect but »l,«

t °1;u,ilmion|w|^ he prope*ed'and -ub-

S J ./rh waa article 13th, amendatory of,ho con-
trtultcn I lie province of Louisiana is hereby declared to
he part and parcel of the United States." fS£JZior

fav!,r5,!e th"*''®Por*nce®f lhi" .cquiMtion, took a turn
Isvoroble to the affirmation of the power, without anv nm.

constitutional provision. The power was acquiesced in

SSFj?"*- * l'vl°''ihu Union « flnd, following the
xamplo of Louisiana, J londa was admitted. Now iir I
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There
Istaod. They are part of our political history. They
tend mT Wh":,iU W0U,d >* idle a< this day to con
tend. My first agency in these matters was upon the propo¬
sition for admitting Texan into the Union. That I thouiht
U my duty to oppose, Uj>on the general ground of oppo.in^all
annexation of new State,, and I may add, and oughUo add
in ju« tee, because there was a proposition then before the
country, as to Southern States, Ling a slave pSa.iin
thHrTT?1^ Congre«, Of the United States, up*,
e I on n n° inequality. It happened to me, sir, to be call¬
ed on U address a political mreting in New York, in 1817-

J1 n T08"/?0" of Texa" independence. 1 may

f o» thr 8,'k ? 1 ll8V0 °fte" <tttted that no ma*
rom the first has been a better wisher.a moie sincere well-
w«bcr--to the people and government of Texan than myself.
batluS UH°n t, °?h,UVem8nt of ,heir independence at the
at le of San Jacinto as quite extraordinary.almost a mar

the fir", ^7 T m 'i^' alUi'* °f nm"k'"d- 1 was among

from h fi , P,Td ,0Lackn°wledee her independence, but
id the fir»t, and from the first down to this moment, I have

pposed as far as I was able the annexation of new Sta'es to
t.iis Union. I stated my reasons on the occasion to which I
referred. I have them in a short abstract before me, but it is

fog tim ^ 1 "hou,J "uuWc the Senate with read

ment' f,|ew.?ears 1 held a position in the Executive depart-
1843 fn M.v°VewThnt- 1 ,h" D*Partmenl of State in

. ,
' ln Ma>; vv'thm a month after another most worthy

^pectaUo gentleman.who came to a very untimelj
<-i II )"' r

"iy |J'ace' 1 had occasion to know, not offi-

the fl i.' i T ClrC",ns,ance*» that the annexation of Texas to

ion aa,es rar-iakcn up ^vir- w*
ion as an administration measure, pushed, pwsstd, insisiej
on, an 1 believe that the honorable gentleman to whom I

(Mr ufsTu,/ "k 'i°r who*f,memorylentertain much respect,
.hshme , T'i "omethmg like a pas-ion for the accom-
plishmcnt of tbu purpose. And I am afraid that the Presi-
dent oi the Lmted States at that time suffered his ardent feel-
i.i>,s not a little to control hij more prudent judgment At

'Z""ia" :n 'f.aaMI'. } ,v*«not in Congress, nor in public life, but seeni"
this state of things I thought it my duty to admonish, as far
as I cu d, the county of the existence of this purpose. There
are gentlemen-many of them at the North-others now in
tug capital, who know that in the summer of 1843 iMsin-

Sken^p whh tit?1 ?tUP°Se 0,'annex »K T«as had been
' up with jeal and determination by the Executive Gov-
eminent of the Lmted States, I thought it my duty, and asked J
heir concurrence m an attempt to l.t this purpose be known

en,heS" !ywitLC!3fe,Ted Wi'h l?e",lc'nen distinction and
minenee , I j>ropo,ed some means ot excitinir public ait,...
ion to the question of annexation h-fore it should become a

party question; for I had learn, d that when a matter becomes

ft 111 /"Ik " In Vain t0 ar,?u'' "^'n-t it or atgue upon
. But the optirowta, the quietists then, who said ull thincr

are well and let all things alone, discouraged, discountenanced
repressed, any such effort They said STnSSwoS tit
care of itselt, the country would take care of itself . that

.h.iT r*" « annexation ; when the

Hnl . ir P°Wer.°f ±e Nor,h' which was felt in the

measure ST"'*!','^ W°U!d b<5 fiU,T,cient to 'he
mtasure. And I could now refer to paragraphs and article
in ^e moat respectable journals «t the North, in which the

"2 th.? '"J r^UCe "" imPrcs6it>n that there was no

w*! » ? U 6 addition of new States 'j that
e need not alarm ourKeives al»out it. I was not in Congress

when the resolution providing for the annexation of Texas
was passed. I only know that up to a very short period
boH-re the pa«.ge of that res iotkm the general irapS

cT'trT 7h"V lhal no ,uch ^-'otim
c ulil pa«. But I have found, sir, m the course of thirtv
years expenence, that whatever measure the Executive Gov¬
ernment embraces an I |,u.bcg IS quite likely to succeed There
¦s a giving way somcwh'-re. l! the Executive oHLrnmZ
rS r

""''11' .'.Cidincss, entire unity of purpose, sooner
r later it is quite apt enough, according to my construction

of history, too apt to eff. et its purpose.
auction

Juet before the commencement of the present A.lrainistra-
the reso.utions for the annexation of Texas pa«*d Con

gress. Texas complied with theproven.JSZJSa2
1H4"? f Th*hrr \ Ci"W" ht>re °" lhc 22d of December,'
1845, for her final ad.uiss.on into the Union as one of the4
State-. I took occasion then to state that I hoped I had shown
all proper regard for Texas, that I had been certainly oppoj
to annexation ; that if I should go over tho whole matter again
I should have nothing new to add , that I had acted all a|.nR
under the unanimous declaiation of all parties, and of the Lc-
gtslature of Mas^achuset.s; that I thought there must be some
im.t to the extent of our territories; and that I wished that
Urn couutry should exhibit to the world the example of a pow
erlul republic without the gr.^dine-s and hunger of emrtw.
And I added that, while I held with as much fiiithfulness as

Mfflornmilli of theountry to all the original arrangements ,nd
compromises of the constitution under which we live, f never

could, and I never-hould, bring myself to be in favor of the
adm.Mon of any State. ,n the Union as .beholding States
and I might have added, any Slates at all. Now, as I hava
said, in all this I acted under the resolutions of the State of
Maa-achusetta, certainly concurrent with my own judgment m

often repeated and reaffirmed by the unanimous con^nt of a"
nwn of all p«t,es; that I could not well go through the -er.es
of pomtmg out not only the impolicy, but the unconstitution¬
ality of «uch annexation. A ra-e presented i- this : If, Sleu
proposes to come into the Union, and to come in a. a J.ve
SUte, then there i- an augmentation of the inequality » tbe
representation of the people which alre^lyexi.ts-an inec.ality
already ex.-t.ng, w.th which I do no, quarrel, and which I ne
?er will attempt to alter, but shall preserve as long as I have

°r T7 V°iM in ,bi» Government, becauoe it i. [
[>art e>f the original compact. Let it stand.

But, then, there is another conaideration of vastly more

*%*"' !.rrt"nCe etr" ,han th,t: mo. Reneral, hecaus. it

8t.|C/f i ,U"i *nd "'aveholding ; and it i- that, if
8tates formed out of territories thus thinly populated, come
into the Union, they necessarily, inevitably break up the rela¬
tion existing between the two branche. of the Government
be,lt".'Z *l' ?nCC i

,'flCy br8ak UP theintended rolaMon
between the Senate and the Hou-e of Reprcsentativ,-, If
you bnng ,n ne^ Slates, any State that cornea in must have
two Senator-. She may come in with fifty or sixty thousand
people and more. \ ou may have from a particular State more
Senators than you have Hepre-entative-. Can any thing oc-
eur to disfigure and derange the form of Government under
Which we live more signally than that ? Here would be a Sen-
ate twiring no proportion to the people, out of all relation to
them, by the addit.on ot new States , from some of them only
one Representative, Rrhaps, and two Senators; whereas the

!f r H,ales may ha*c ten, fifteen, or even thirty represents-
tives, and but two Senators. The Senate, added U>, augment-
ed by these new Senator- coming from States where there few
people, dromes an odious oligarchy. It hold, power without
any adequate constituency. Sir, it i, but .' borough monger-

7 lITti& r"'% ,kN°W' 1 d° "0t dePfl,M, op^n thco-

whern« 1 k
the country to look at facts to see

where we were when we made our departure three years ago
and where we r»w are , arul I leave i, ,0 the imaginat on to
conjecture where we shall be.

«inauon «o

We admitted Texas-one State for the present.but, sir

T«i you finf" rM°,"'.iofM ProT'ding for the annexation of
. exas you find a provmon that it shall l« in the power of

ritorT"p lA mHk" f°Ur npW Hu,m out of Texan ter-
nlory. 1 resent and prospectively, fiV6 new States.ten Se¬
nators.may come into tbe Uniori out of Texas. Three years

"|*°k7!ii J 5 wc now propose to make two Stales. Un-

fc^ro/nIcV *
,k

thC Prwident commends, New

We shall ihS k
' ? I"""1 ,hon ^ four new Senators.

United i, ^ .
Prov,drd ln 'hew territories out of the

Lmted States along our southern borders for the creation of

,OUTn Hrn't0T* into 'hi" ch«ml>er.

the .'-S! ,T relat,on between these Senstors snd
'H'^nt. or the State, from which they

ri J r r U,,; rr",anJ ,hat ,here U any very accural
dred La fin .1"' ^ner«l>y opposed to contain a hun-

ihousandL4"'"7"' COf,U'D, °n<! hondred 'od ^7 nine

hnldr^nVTl"' My J>nnnnhk fri«nd on my left says .

B J':*'-.' lhf«-nd. | pn, it down, then, 'one
mbabUSIS J

Wt*1' "ir' Tew " not destined

ETiVL^ ** ?^nm Population. We wilt sop-

ETbl f
nW °ne ndretl and fifty thousand popola-

H New Ms,rCOUnU' ^ 1 haT" . .» thiTfcan
and. New Mexico may bave sixty or seventy thonsand in-

habitants, such a, they uie ! Say .evenly thousand. In Cali¬
fornia they are uot supposed to be above twenty-live thousand
men i but undoubtedly, if th« tenitory should become ours,
persons from Oregon and from our W eetern States will find
their way to Ban Franci»co, where there is some good land,
and we may suppose they v* ill shortly amount to sixty or seven¬
ty thousand. We will put tl»m down at seventy thousand.
Thou the whole territory in this estimate, which is as large as

any man put* it at, will contain two hundred and ninety thou¬
sand persons, and they will send us, whenever we ask for them,
fourteen Seuatois ; a population less than that ol* the State
of Vermont, and uot the eighth part ol that ol New York !
Fourteen Senators, and no inure people than Vermont, and no
more people than New Hampshire, and lie< so many people
as the good State of New J#r»«y ! Out then, sir, 1 exas claims
to the liue of the Uio Grande, and, if it be her true line, why
then of course she absorbs a considerable part, nay, the great¬
er part, of the population of what is now called New Mexico.
I do not argue the question of the true southern or western
line of Texas ; I only say that it is apparent to every body who
will look at the map and learn any thing of the matter, that
New Mexico cannot bo divided t-y this river, the ltio Giunde,
which is a shallow, fbrdable, insignificant stream, creeping
along through a narrow valley, at the base of enormous moun¬
tains. New Moxiao must remain together; it must be a State
with its seventy thout^iul people, anil il will be, unci so will
be California. Bui suppose Texa§ to remain a uniland but one
State tor the present, still we hav»^ three states . Texas, New
Mexico, aud California. We have six Senators, then, for less
than three hundred thousand people. We have as many Sena¬
tors for three hundred thousand people in that region as we
have for New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, with four or
five millions of people ; and that is what wo call au equal rep¬
resentation ! Is uot this enormous ? Have gentlemen con¬
sidered this > Have they looked at it > Are they willing to
look it in the face and then say they cmbrace it > I trust in
(Jod the people will look at it and consider it. And now lot
me add that this diaproportion can never be diminished : it
must remain forever, flow are you going to diminish it
Why, here is Texas, with a hundred and forty-nine thousand
people, with one State. Suppose that population should flow
into Texas, where wiUitgo ? Not to any deuse point, but to
be spread over all that region, in places remote fre'n the Gulf,
in places remote from what is now the capital of 1 exas ; and
therefore, as soon as there are in other poitions of Texas j>eo-
plo enough, within our common construction of the constitu¬
tion and our practico in respect to the admission of States,
inv honorable friend from Texas will have a new State, and I
have no doubt he.has chalked it out already. Well, then, as

to New Mexico, there can be no more people there. 1 he
man is ignorant, stupid, who has looked at the imp of New
Mexico aud read the accounts of it, who supposes there can
be any more people there than there is now : some sixty or

seventy thousand. It is an old settled country.the people
living along in the bottom of this valley on the two sides of a
little stream ; a garter of land only on one tide and the other,
filled by coarse landholders and miserable peons. It can sus¬
tain.not only under their cultivation, but under any cul ivu-
tbn that our American race should cter submit it to.no more

people than there are there now. There will then lie two Sen¬
ators for sixty thousand inhabitants in New Mcxico to the end of
our lives and to the end of the lives ol our children. And
then, sir, how is it with California * We propose to take
California from the forty-second degree north latitude down to
:he thirty-second drgree ; we propose to take ten degrees ol
latitude along the coast of the Pacific. All along that great
distance there are settlements, and villages, and fort6 ; back
it is all wilderness and barrenness and Indian country. But
if about San Francisco, and perhaj* down to Moiiteiey or a

little to the north, tbere shall bo enough to make up one State,
why the people tivo hundred miles oil in time ta come wid
have another State, and then this disproportion of Senators to
the people will go on, and must goon, and we canrot prevent
it. I say, sir, thai according to iny conscientious convictions,
we are now fixing upon the constitution of the I nitcd States
and upon our form of Government a monstrosity.a disfigura-
t;on.an enormity. Sir, I hardly daro trust myself. I do
not know that I n~.ay not be under some delusion. I do not
know that my heiul is not turned. It may be that it is the
weakness of mine ejfes that forms this monstrous apparition.
liut if I may trust myself. if I may persuade myself that I am
in my right mind, then it does appear to me tnat we, in this
Senate, have becu acting, and are acting, and are likaly to lie
acting hereafter, :» part which will certainly form a reuarkable
epoch in the history of our Government. I hold it to be enor¬

mous.flagrant.and an outran upon all the principles of a

popular representative government and upon the elementary
provisions of th constitution under which we live an! which
we have sworn to support. But then, sir, what frees tic case
from this enormity ' Why, it is that we stipulate only that
these new States shall be brought in at a r-uityhlc tim<'. Now,
what is to constitute the suitableness of time ? Who is to
judge of it ? I tell you, sir, that the suitable time w.ll come
whenever the pre[>onderanc> of party power here make* it no-

cet-sary to bring in new States. The time will depend on the
state of our politics here, and not upon the condition of these
States elsewhere. He assured, fir, there will lie a suitable
time whenever strength, or party power, or votes arc wanting
in this Seriate. We have some little experience of this.
Texas cane in in suitab'j time. Ver-j suitable ! Texas was

finally admitted in December, 1846. My friend uoar me here,
(Mr. RcftK,) for whom I have great regard, whoje acquaint-
mice I have cultivated with much ploasuie, took his seat here,
with his colleague, in March, 1845. In July, lblO, thcr^
two Texan votes turned the balance in the ScniJe and over¬
threw the tariff of 1842, in my judgment the best system of
revenue that was ever established in this country. Gentle¬
men of different opinions think otherwise. Thfj thijik it was 1
fortunate. They think the Te\'« votes came in in suitablo
time ? and they wili take care that New Mexican votes shall
come in in suitable time also. ( understand it perfectly well
It is a difference of opinion between myself an J them. To their
policy, to their objcct, to their purposes, the time was suitable,
and the aid was elScient and decisive. Sir, in 1-850 perhaps
similai questions raay 1* agitatad here.thuy are not likely to
be before.but agitated they wJI be then, unless some change
in the course of the administration o 1 the Government take
pltxc; and, according to my apprehension, looking to gene-
rrl results as flowing from ou; established system of commerce
aud revenue in >450, two years from this time, we aisy pro¬
bably l>e engagul in a new revision of our system ; in the work
of establishing if we can, a tariff of specific duties; in the
work of protecting, if we *an, the domestic industry of this
country, and in the work of preventing to some e itent, if we
can, the overwhelming Cood of importations. Suppose this
to be the case, and supptse that our Opponents -wquire addi¬
tional strength, that will be exactly tie .suitable time for two
Senators frcm New Me uco to make their appearance here.

But again, we hear other halcyon, soothing, quieting tor**,
which quia! none of my alarms, assuage none of my fears,
commend me to my nightly rest wUh no more resignation. It
is said wo may trust the popular l*anch of the Legislature.
we may look to the Iiouse of Representatives, the grejt ma¬

jority of whom are fawn the North and Middle States ; and
we may trust them, that these new States are not cdmitted
sooner than they should be, or ndmitted for any party purpose.I am compelled by experience a> distrust alt such reliance. It
we cannot rely mv ourselves, when we b*ve a clear and un¬
questioned constitutional authority, competent to carry us

through, I beg to know how we are to nely on others ? Have
we more respeeHhr the patriotism, the firmness of others than
ou.' own f Besides, expe ienee shows us that things of this
sort may be sprung upon Congress arid upon the people. It
was so in the case of Texas. It was so in the 28th Con¬
gress. The members oi the J8th Congress were not chosen
with the viaw to decide the question of annexstion or no
annexation. They came here upon other grounds, poli¬
tical and party grounds, sup|>orted by their friends on one
side and the other, for reason* not connected with this
question. What than ? Why the Administration sprung the
question dpon Congress. It obtained a snap-judgment, and
carried the measure of annexation. That can be proved by
many facts. I will state one. There were four gentlemen in
the H juse of Representatives from Connecticut, elected before
this <jue*tion arose.belonging to the Democratic party.They had not been here long before they entered into the spiritof annexation ; and when this became known, remonstrances.
public, private, ami legislative.were uttered in sounds which
any one could have heard who eould hear thnnder. Diil it
move these gentf men ' Not at all. Every of them voted for
annexation. The elrction came round a few months after-
wards, and they were sil turned out; but what did those care
for that who had the lienefit of their votes Such agencies,
or if it be proper to call them instrumentalities, maintain re¬

spect no longer than they continue to be useful-
Sir, we take .New Mexico and California. V\ ho is weak

enough to think that there, is an ond ' Why, do we riot hear
it avowed ever) day that it is proper for us also to take Sono-
ra and Tamaulipax, and other provinces or States of northern
Mexico » Who thinks that the hunger for dominion will
stop here of itself > Somebody has said that this acquisition
is so mean and lean and unsatisfactory that we shall seek no
further. In my judgment, sir, you may believe that, if you
can l>elieve thai a rapacious animal that has made one un¬

productive loray won't try for a better! But, further, there
are some things that we can argue against with temper, and
submit to, if overruled, without mortification. There are
other things that seem to affect one's consciousness of being
a reasonable man, ami evince a disposition to impose upon
his common sense. And of Ibis class of topics or pretensions
I have never heard of anything, and cannot conceive of any
thing more ridiculous in itself, more absurd, and more allron-
tive to all sober judgment, than the cry that we are getting in¬

demnity. Indemnity by the acquisition of New Mexico and
California ! I hold them not to be worth a dollar, and we

pay for them a vast sum of money. We have expended, as

every body knows, large treasures in the prosecution ol the
war, and now what is there to constitute indemnity What
do gentlemen mean by It ' Let os «ee how this matter stand*.
We get a country. We get a country in the first instance,
either by cession or acknowledgment ol boundary.I rare not
which way you state it.the country between the Nueceaand
the Rio Grande. What this country is appears from a pub¬
lication of an honorable gentleman in the other House, in
which he quota an account given by Major Gainea. He sayi

| that the country in worth ne'hhig j that he woulJ not ha/arJ
the life of a single individual for every foot of land from fan
Patricio to the ralley of the Hio Grande. Thi* gentleman
ha* been there lately, anil is well acquainted with the condi-
lion of the country. 80 far then a* that pait of our acqui¬
sition ia concorusd, I take it for granted it ia not worth u
dollar !
Now of New Mexico. Of that, forty-nine fiftieths at least

ia a mere barren waste of deaert plain or mountain. There id
no wood, no timber.little fagot* to light a fire carricd thirty
or forty miles on males. Then i» no natural fall of rains, as
in temjMsrate climatra. The place and acene are Asiatic.
enormously high mountain*, running up some to the height of J
ten thousand lect, with very narrow valleys ut their bases,
through which streama sometimes trickle along ., a garter winda
along, through the thread of which runa the Kio Grande from
afar in the Rocky Mountains down to the latitude of about
thirty-three degrees, some throe or four hundred miles. There
these sixty thousand persons are. In the mountains, on the
right i.nd the left, are streams whose natural tendencies would
be as lateral streams to flow into the Hio Grande, and in cer¬
tain seasons ot the year, when the rains havo been abundant in
the mountain*, some of them do actually reach the Kio Grande,but the greater part of them always, and all of them for a
greater part of the year, never reach anouthttothe sea. They
are abscihed in the saudy and desert plains of the country.There is no culture any where, sav* that which ean be obtain¬
ed by artificial watering or irrigatron. ^ou can have this alongthe narrow valley of the Rio Grande, in the gorges of the
mountains, where the utroams are ; but you cannot have it
down along the course of those stream* that lose themselves
in the tands.
Now, sir, there is no public domain in New Mexico; there

is not a foot of land to 'jo sold Uy the Government; there ia
not an acre that will become ours when the country becomes
ours.not an acre, liut, more than thi*, the country is full
of people, auch as they are. There is not the least thing in 1

it to invite the settlement of our planters or farmers. There
will go, I dare say, speculators, traders, some of them adven¬
turers, tired of the good country in the valley of the Missis¬
sippi, who desire to wander 5 but I undertake to any there will
not l>e two hundred farmers or planters from tho United States
in New Mexico in the next fifty years. Uhey cannot live
there. Do you suppose they are going to cultivate lands
which cannot tie made productive in the slightest degree with¬
out irrigation ' The people that aro there produce little and
live upon little. I be'ieve the characteristic of our farmers
throughout thia country ia to produce a good deal and con¬
sume a good deal. Again, New Moxico is not like Texas.
I had hoped and still hope that Texas ia to be filled up by a
population like ourselves.not by the Spanish race, not by
peons, not by coarse, iguorant, vulgar landlord*, with tribes
of slaves around them, predial and otherwise.

Mr. Rusk. Will the honorable Senator allow me one
word } I did not like to interrupt the Senator when he was
reading an account of the country lying in the valley of the
Nueces. When that country comes to be known, it will be
found as valuable as any portion of Toxas. From its
source to its mouth, the valley of the Kio Grande will be
found to be the same thing. I <!kI not choose to interrupt the
honorable Senator, bet we do not claim it as indemnity, be¬
lieving it to be our just and equitable right.. So far as Mexi¬
can population is concern) d, there is a good deal of it now in
Texan, highly respectable, and amongst them those who have
distinguished themselves as patriots, men of intelligence and
ol worth. These are coming over and settling in Texas, en¬
couraged by the prospect of peace.

Mr. Wcrrter. I take wh* I say in regard to the valleyof the Rio Grande from the statement of Major Gaines. I
am glad to hear that there is a part of it fit for the foot of
civilized man. I am glad to hear, also, that there are some
of the inhabitants of New Mexico who oro not ao besotted
with thoir miserable condition as not to riake some effort to
get out of the country, and to come into a better. .

Sir, I would, if 1 had time, call the attention of the Senate jto a vpry instruct!** speech that wa3 made in the other House 1
by Mr. Smith, of Connecticut. Ho see:us to have examin¬
ed all our authorities, conversed with all our travellers, cor- ;
responded with all our agents. His speach contains all their
communications, and I coin.nend it to ovcry man in the Uni¬
ted States who wishes to know what we are about to acquire
by the acquisition of New Mexico. N. w Mexico ia secludwl,
isMated.a placo by itself.in the middle of the mountain,
five hundred miles, I believe, from Tcxaa.

[Mr. Rusk. Five hunched miles from the settled portionsof Texas.]" .

Mr. Wximi. Furtl»er from any where else! It Iocs 1

not belong any where. It has no belongings about it. £;», at
this moment it ia alwolutely more retired and shut out from com¬
munication wiih the civiliied world than tho Sandwich Isl .nds, jor most of the island* in the"Pacific icean. It presses hs.rJ on
Typee, and t'je people are infinitely iru* elevated in mind and
condition than the people of the Sandwich Islands 5 far lem Jworthy of 0 / association s far loaa fit to send their Senator*
l*re than arc the inhubitnntH of tlie Sandwich Islam a t far
less worthy are the; than the bettor rlaose* of Indian* :u our
neighborhood. Comraend me to the Cherokc es, the Choc- 1
taw*, if ycu please.to speak of the Pawnees, the Bl&skfeet,
the Snake Indians, and the yialheada.any thing except
the Indians, and I am satisfied with them, instead of i
the people of New Mexico. They have no notion of cur in¬
stitutions, or of iny free institutions. They have r.» notion
of populv government. Not the slightest.not the. slightj
est on earth. And the question is asked, what will be their
constitution ' It ia farcical to talk of such a people auking a
constitution. Thny do not know the meaning of tie term.
They do not know its import ; they know nothing ct-all about
it. And I can tcH you, sir, that when we have ma.ie it a ter-< 1
ritory, and wish make it a State, such a constitution as the 1
Executive power of this Government thinks fit to s uid to them
will be oent anJ adopted. The constitution of our fellov/-
citix jtis of New Mexico will be framed in the ci'.jp of Wash- jington. Now, what *37* Col. Hardin in regard to New
Mexico, that most lament *d and distinguished otleer, whor.i I
well knew a* a member of the other House, and whose death
I did most deeply deplo* > He gives a description of Tiew
Mexico, and speaks of the peojJe of that country in these
tarms :
" The people are on a tier with their land, (few in two hun-

Jred or five hundred it rich and lives like a nahab j the re* are

peons, or sjr»ants sold lor debt, who work for t *ir rnaste. a, and
are as subservient as the slaves of the South, umI look l.ke In¬
dians j ani, indeed, are not mere capable of seH-jjnvernroent.One roan, Jacobus"Sanchez, owns three-fourths of all the land
our column Itat paiM-d over in Mexico. Waare told * l;ave
seen the best part 01 Northcra Mexico ; If »o, the wl.ele of it
is not worth much."

I neod not read the whole extract. He apeak* of rJ North¬
ern Mexico, and New Mexiw ia not the l^Uer pert of it. Sir,^^there w a recent traveller, who ia not unfriendly to 'he United
States, if I ma;.- judge frooa his work*, for he coaimends us
every where, lie is an Englishman, anJ hia trim is Ruxton. '

I believe hi* wark is in the library, and I suppose that gentle-
mea have seea it. He givee an ace junt of the morals &od
msuinera of theee people; and, Mr. lVeident Senators, I
will take leave to introduce you to these, your soon-to-be re¬

flected fclloor-citizena of New Mexico 1
" It is remarkable that, although existing from the cosiest

timet of tie; oolonizstum of New Mexico, a period of two cen¬
turies, in a «tate of continual hostility with Jhe numerous sa¬

vage tribes of Indiana who surrowletl their territory, and in.
constant insecurity of life and property bom their attacks ;
lieing also far rerouted from the enervating influences ef large
cities, and in the'ur isolated situation entirely dependant on
their own reaourses, the inhabitanta are totally destitute ol
those qualities which, for the above reasons, we might natural¬
ly liave expected to distinguish them, and are as deficient in
energy of character and physical eourage as they are in all the
moral and intellectual nualilie*. In tkeir social Wate, but ene

ik|m remove«l from the veriest savarea, they rsi^ht take les¬
sons even from these in morality aen the conventional deecn-
ties of lite. Imposing no restraint en their passions, a slsune-
less and uaivertal eoncuhinage exists, ami a total disregard ot
moral law*, to whidi ft would be impossible to find a parallel
in any country calling itself civili*cd. A want of honiyahln
principle, and consummate duplicity an»l treachery, chartetcr-
ite all their dealing. Liara by nature, they are trwaherou*
and fnithles* to their friends, cowardly and cringing to their
enernie* ; eniel, a* all eowards are, they unite <avage ferocity |with their want of animal eourage ; aa an example «if which
their recent massacre of Gov. Ilent and other Americans maybe given.one of a hundred instance*."
"One out of a hundred instances ^' and these are *oon to

l« our beloved countrymen.
Mr. President, for a good many year* I have struggled to .

oppose every thing that I thought tended to strengthen the >

arm of Rxrrutive power. I think it i* growing more and
more formidable every day t and I think that in yielding to it
in this a* in other Instancea will give it sliength which it may
be hereafter very difficult to rrsirt. I think it i* nothing elae
than fear of Executive power that commits us to the aupport
of thi* w*r for the aequiaition of territory.fear.fear.and
nothing else. In the little part I have acted in public life it
has been my purpooe to preeerve the people of the United
Statee.what the constitution wo* designed to make them.
one people, one in interest, one in character, one in poli ical
feeling. When we depart from that we break it all up.Whet sympathy can there be between these New Mexicans,
these Californians, and the inhabitant* of the valley of the
Mississippi or of the Middle State*, or of the Eastern States,
in the choice of President ' Do they know the same men '
Have they any general consentaneous rentiment' Not |
at all. An arbitrary Government may have territorial jgovernment* in distant possessions, because an arbitrary
Government may rule ita distant lerritorieo by different laws
and different system*. Ru«*ia may govern the I krairie,
and the Onucaro*, and Kamsehatka, by different eodea
or ukasrs. We can do no *uch thing. They must he
of u*, part of oa, or eloe eotranged. I think I see then in
progress what ia to disfigure and deform the constitution.
While these territories renuin territories they will be trouble-
eome and annoying. They will draw after them a vast "X- t L
pense. It will probably require as many troop* on an average
.s we have been in the habit of maintaining for the laat twenty
veare in defending tbeee territorieo from the Indian tribe*. We
must maintain an army at that distance, and when they become
Statee they are atill more likely to give ue more trouble than ben¬
efit. I think I ¦ . a coarse adopted that i* likely to torn the con-
stitution under which wo hva into a deformed mooter t into*


